
Baseline SPaG Assessment

Year 4

This resource corresponds with the New National Curriculum objectives for Year 3, 

and has been designed to be used as an aide in assessing pupils’ baseline grammar, 

spelling and punctuation knowledge at the start of Year 4. 

This baseline assessment can be used to assist teachers with initial ability levelling, 

planning/assessment and as an ideal support tool for parents’ evenings/progress 

meetings etc. 

The content addresses each curricular objective outlined in the New National 

Curriculum in chronological order to give insight into strengths or gaps in each child’s 

knowledge. 

More Assessment resources.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it here.
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Baseline SPaG Assessment – Year 4

Year 3 National Curriculum Objectives:

Writing – Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation

1. Learn the formation of nouns using a range of prefixes [for example super–, anti–, auto–]

2. Use the forms a or an according to whether the next word begins with a consonant or a vowel 
[for example, a rock, an open box]

3. Learn the word families based on common words, showing how words are related in form and 
meaning [for example, solve, solution, solver, dissolve, insoluble]

4. Use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis

5. Express time, place and cause using conjunctions [for example, when, before, after, while, so, 
because], adverbs [for example, then, next, soon, therefore], or prepositions [for example, before, 
after, during, in, because of]

6. Learn an introduction to paragraphs as a way to group related material

7. Use headings and sub-headings to aid presentation

8. Use the present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple past [for example, He has gone out to 
play contrasted with He went out to play]

9. Learn an introduction to inverted commas to punctuate direct speech

10. Terminology for pupils - preposition

11. Terminology for pupils - conjunction

3. Terminology for pupils - word family

12. Terminology for pupils - prefix

13. Terminology for pupils - clause

14. Terminology for pupils - subordinate clause

9 & 15. Terminology for pupils - direct speech

16. Terminology for pupils - consonant

16. Terminology for pupils - consonant letter

16. Terminology for pupils - vowel

16. Terminology for pupils - vowel letter

17. Terminology for pupils - inverted commas (or ‘speech marks’)
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Baseline SPaG Assessment – Year 4

1.  Choose the correct prefix to turn each word into a noun.

2.  Tick the correct article. 

3.  Sort the following words into their word families.

4.  Tick all the sentences that add extra information correctly.

playful vented invent replay

solution playing dissolve solved

reinvent insoluble display inventor

hero freeze marine

re auto anti

sub super auto

inter anti super

super over sub

anti sub inter

play vent solve

Mr Croft, the caretaker, shouted at the children to be careful.

We are having (spaghetti and meatballs) for tea this evening.

This Tuesday – for Kevin’s birthday – we are going bowling!

a an

I think there will be beautiful sunset this evening.

May I have orange for my snack, Miss Bridger?

Has anybody seen old, grey dog?

Does anybody have spare pencil?
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5.  Match the correct conjunction to the main clause.

6.  Group the sentences by ticking which paragraph they belong to:

7. Decide which sub-heading each sentence would be under.   

1. During the summer, a. Emily took her umbrella with her.

2. Because of the rain, b. Dan didn’t want to talk to anyone.

3. While the football was on, c. Mo had a banana as a snack.

4. So she didn’t trip over her toys, d. Ali always puts on sun cream.

5. After school, e. Clara tidied her bedroom.

Paragraph 1: School Paragraph 2: Food and Drink Paragraph 3: Family

1 2 3

My favourite food is my mum’s roast dinner.

I really enjoy science.

My brother is called Nathaniel.

My teacher is Mr Hawthorn.

I really don’t like milkshake.

I live with my mum and step-dad.

Rules R Kit K Fans F

The design on a football shirt helps to distinguish each team.

Each team can start with eleven players.

Many people choose to purchase a season ticket, so they don’t miss a match.

The studs on football boots aid the players to get a good grip on the ground.
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8.  Fill in the missing verbs.

9.  Which sentence is punctuated correctly?

10.  Tick the preposition

11. Tick the conjunction

12. Match the prefixes and suffixes to the correct root word.

13.  Tick the main clause.

He has out to play.

Someone has my sandwiches.

She my colouring pencil.

took gone taken

Tick one

Ali shouted, “come and play over here!”

Ali shouted, “come and play over here”!

Ali shouted, “Come and play over here!”

I am in the bath.

Before school, I eat my breakfast.

play

invent

happy

re dis ness ing ful un

After I finish school, my dad is taking me for new shoes.
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14.  Tick the subordinate clause.

15. Tick the direct speech.

16.  Decide whether the letter is a consonant or a vowel.

17.  Tick the sentence with inverted commas

I live in a house, which is round the corner from my school.

Tick one

“Your wish is granted!” the genie declared.

The genie told him his wish was granted.

The genie granted the boy his wish.

consonant vowel consonant vowel

b w

e i

m v

Tick one

I’m going to the reptile house, even though I don’t like snakes.

“Please could I have a cookie?” asked Sarah.

I live in a city, which is hugely populated, called Birmingham.
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Baseline SPaG Assessment – Year 4

1.  superhero        antifreeze        submarine

2.  

3.  

4.

5.

6. 

play vent solve

playful reinvent solution

playing vented insoluble

display invent dissolve 

replay inventor solved

Mr Croft, the caretaker, shouted at the children to be careful. ✓

We are having (spaghetti and meatballs) for tea this evening.

This Tuesday – for Kevin’s birthday – we are going bowling! ✓

a an

✓

✓

✓

✓

1d 2a 3b 4e 5c

1 2 3

My favourite food is my mum’s roast dinner. ✓

I really enjoy science. ✓

My brother is called Nathaniel. ✓

My teacher is Mr Hawthorn. ✓

I really don’t like milkshake. ✓

I live with my mum and step-dad. ✓
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7. 

8.  gone       taken      took

9.

10. in

11. before 

12.

13. my dad is taking me for new shoes

14. which is round the corner from my school

15.

The design on a football shirt helps to distinguish each team. K

Each team can start with eleven players. R

Many people choose to purchase a season ticket, so they don’t miss a match. F

The studs on football boots aid the players to get a good grip on the ground. K

Tick one

Ali shouted, “come and play over here!”

Ali shouted, “come and play over here”!

Ali shouted, “Come and play over here!” ✓

dis play ful

re invent ing

un happy ness

Tick one

“Your wish is granted!” the genie declared. ✓

The genie told him his wish was granted.

The genie granted the boy his wish.
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16.  

17.  

consonant vowel consonant vowel

b ✓ w ✓

e ✓ i ✓

m ✓ v ✓

Tick 
one

I’m going to the reptile house, even though I don’t like snakes.

“Please could I have a cookie?” asked Sarah. ✓

I live in a city, which is hugely populated, called Birmingham.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

classroomsecrets.com
Baseline SPaG Assessment – Year 4  ANSWERS


